A vascularised rib strut technique for funnel chest correction.
We have refined the Ravitch technique of sternal elevation for surgical correction of funnel chest. Our major modification is introducing a living rib strut for supporting the elevated sternum. The left 5th rib with a vascular pedicle from the internal thoracic artery is turned 180 degrees beneath the sternum. We have used this method in 10 cases. The results have all been satisfactory.